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Moody’s Upgrades Glen Cove
Bond Rating

BY MAUREEN DALY
Glen Cove Mayor Pam Panzenbeck is

celebrating the fact that Moody’s has
once again upgraded the City's credit rat­
ing.  This is the second consecutive year
that Glen Cove has received a rating
upgrade.  

Moody’s is one of the world’s best
known credit rating agencies.   

This improved rating signifies that
economic prospects have improved.
Investors, monitor Moody’s ratings of
government and corporate bonds.  

The improved rating affects Glen
Cove when they issue bonds for their cap­
ital borrowing needs.  The better the
Moody’s rating, the lower the interest

Glen Cove will have to pay when borrow­
ing money. Lower interest rates result in
lower costs to residents.  

Last year Glen Cove received a rating
of “Baa2 with a stable outlook.”  The new
rating is “Baa2 with a positive outlook.”

The improved rating to “Positive” is
due to the City’s reduced fund balance
deficit which resulted from improved fis­
cal budget practices, fiscal discipline and
aggressive oversight under the adminis­
tration of Mayor Panzenbeck, who took
office 18 months ago.  

Fiscal year 2022 ended with an operat­
ing surplus and helped to reduce Glen
Cove’s deficit by approximately $3.5 mil­
lion since their high point in 2020.

Glen Cove Credit Ratings Improve Under Mayor Pam Panzenbeck
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Blakeman in NYC: 
“Free Daniel Penny”

Bayville Scream Park Owner
Guilty in $3.2M Scam

BY NOLAN CLEARY
Nassau County Executive Bruce

Blakeman traveled to Manhattan to join
New York City Council members Vickie
Paladino (R­Whitestone) and Robert
Holden (D­Ridgewood) in demanding
that charges be dismissed for U.S. veter­
an Daniel Penny.

The 24 year Penny, a resident of Islip,
is facing criminal charges after defend­
ing himself and others from a violent
criminal in a Manhattan subway. Penny
was not arrested by police, but was later
arrested by “woke” Manhattan District
Attorney Alvin Bragg who was under
pressure from the anti­white race group
BLM to indict Penny.

Penny was charged with “manslaugh­
ter” after he and others held 30 year old
Jordan Neely in a chokehold on a sub­
way. Neely passed­out and later suffered
cardiac arrest and died. Neely had a

lengthy criminal record for violent
crimes and was threatening and menac­
ing people in the subway car when Penny
and the others tried to stop him.

Blakeman was joined by a number of
military veterans supporting “Free
Daniel Penny” at the event.

“He cared about his fellow subway
riders,” Blakeman said. “He cared
enough to get involved. And isn’t that
what we all want?”

Penny’s arrest sparked outrage
around the country, with many consider­
ing him a hero. His case attracted the
attention of Florida Governor Ron
DeSantis who promoted a fundraiser to
pay for Penny’s legal defense.

A crowd of counter­protestors gath­
ered opposing Blakeman, holding
“Justice for Jordan Neely” signs. Several
of the Neely supporters became violent
and were arrested for violent obstruction. 

BY CHRIS O'NEILL
The owner of the

Bayville Scream Park,
Donald Finley, age 61, of
Locust Valley, has pleaded
guilty to a $3.2 million scam
to steal federal Covid funds.

Finlay entered his
“guilty” plea at a federal
Court hearing in Central
Islip.  He confessed to steal­
ing funds as part of a
scheme of the disaster relief
fraud and wire fraud connected to small
business loans he obtained during the
COVID­19 pandemic.

He admitted to receiving $3.2 million
in such funds via 29 Paycheck Protection
Program loans and the Economic Injury
Disaster Loan Program. These funds
were meant to help business owners sur­
vive the Covid lockdowns and were
meant  to cover expenses such payroll,
mortgage interest, rent and utilities. The
loans were unsecured and on favorable
terms. Qualified recipients do not have to

repay EIDL­sourced  funds.
Finley is accused on lying

on his applications, including
by massively inflating his pay­
roll.

According to prosecutors,
Finley used the money for per­
sonal use, including purchasing
a luxury home in Nantucket.

Finley faces up to 30 years
in prison. He should also to pay
back more than $3.2 million in
restitution ­ plus a fine of up to

$1.25 million.
Prosecutors said the government will

seek forfeiture of all property acquired
by Finlay as a result of his fraud.

Finley was released on a $500,000
bond, pending his sentencing.

Finlay has defrauded other local busi­
nesses ­ including this newspaper ­ when
he took­out ads and then stiffed the
newspaper and refused to pay.

He is scheduled to appear for sentenc­
ing before U.S. District Judge Joan
Azrack on November 8th.

Donald Finley
Photo: facebook

Blakeman speaking in Manhattan.

Huntington's “Historic Documents” on Display for First Time

BY NIALL FITZGERALD
It was a series of “historic firsts” in

Huntington, as Town Clerk Andrew
Raia, Town Attorney Deborah Misir, and
Town Councilman Dr. Dave Bennardo
hosted an exhibit of the “founding docu­
ments” of the Town ­ some dating back
to 1653 ­ over 370 years ago.

The hosts were themselves “historic

firsts” for Huntington, as
Deborah Misir is the first and
only minority­woman Town
Attorney on Long Island; and
Andrew Raia is the son of the
longest­serving Town Clerk of
Huntington, his mother Jo­
Ann Raia, after whom the his­
toric archives of Huntington
are now named.

The historic documents dis­
played include the 1653 “Old
First Purchase” ­ the Deed
from “Rasaoton Sagamore of
Matinnicoke” a chief of the
Matinecock Native Indians
and 23 other Matinecock lead­
ers; to Richard Houlbrouk,
Robart Williams and Daniell
Whithead ­ all signed by their
“marks” ­ and made on April 2,
1653.

“These are priceless docu­
ments that chronicle our local

and national history,” stated Deborah
Misir. “They have been locked away for
centuries, and I want to thank our Town
Clerk Andrew Raia and the Town
Archivist Anonia Mattheou, for making
them public.”

The documents were on display at
the Soldiers & Sailors Memorial
Building for the month of May.  

(L to R) Antonia Mattheou, Town Archivist; Maryam Malik, Intern; Jillian Guthman, Town Receiver
of Taxes; Andrew Raia, Town Clerk; Deborah Misir, Town Attorney (courtesy Town Board)

(L to R) Suffolk Surrogate Judge Vincent Messina; Town Attorney Deborah Misir, Assistant Town
Attorney Sean Campbell; and Town Clerk Andrew Raia (Courtesy Town Board)

Town Attorney Deborah Misir welcomes guests to the
Historical Documents Exhibit. 

The Bayville Scream Park.
Photo: Patricia Brexel
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EDITORIAL

CLOSE THE BORDER

America is now experiencing a border cri-

sis without precedent.  And it's all driven by

politics.

With the suspension of the “Remain in

Mexico” policy, and the vastly increased

social support network being made available

to illegal migrants who gain entry into the

United States, over 2 million border-crossers

were “caught and released” over the past 12

months into America.  Add to that the estimat-

ed 650,000 “got-aways” - people who crossed

the border illegally and then escaped arrest.

That same number of 2.7 million people

are expected to illegally arrive over the next

year, and the same the year after that.

Add to that the estimated 1.2 million "legal

immigrants" - and you come up with an annu-

al immigration of 3.9 million people.  

During the four years of the Biden admin-

istration, over 15.5 million immigrants - legal

and illegal - are expected to enter the US.

That's a population larger than many coun-

tries.  And it is unsustainable.

The crush of illegal migration is now col-

lapsing the social safety net we have built to

serve and protect Americans.

Although the tidal wave of migrants was

encouraged by the Democratic Biden admin-

istration, many Democratic big-city Mayors

are now crying for relief from the human

wave. Democrat-run cities like New York,

Chicago and Washington, DC, are crying for

relief, and instituting states of emergency.

But the solution to the current border crisis

is no different from the policies tried again

and again before Biden scrapped them:

1)  Remain in Mexico

Asylum seekers should be forced to live in

Mexico, pending their review and hearing:

2)  Country of First Refuge Rule

Require Asylum seekers to claim Asylum

only in the “first country” he or she traveled

through after leaving the homeland where

they face a “reasonable risk of persecution...”

Why claim asylum in the US, when Mexico,

or Salvador were the first countries to allow

the migrants to cross their territory ?

These two simple changes - a return to

prior US policy - will reduce the incentive to

asylum seeking migrants too come to

America.  

Migrants are rational people - and we need

a migration and naturalization service that

reflects that reality. People will not come to

the US, if it means four years in Mexico, and

a denial. And these are hardly “draconian” or

"inhumane" remedies.

These two small rule changes - reversion

to prior rules - would give great incentive to

cut the numbers of opportunistic migrants.

We owe it to our country and our future to

give it a try.
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Leader Stations Stop by these stores to pick up your copy of The North Shore Leader!

BAYVILLE

Marty’s Party
Bayville Pharmacy

GLEN COVE

Henry’s Diner
Leo’s Deli

Glen Cove Stop N’ Shop
Charlie’s Deli

Forest Avenue 7-11
Shanti Maa

EAST NORWICH

East Norwich Deli 
Messina Market

LOCUST VALLEY

Country Plaza Deli
Locust Valley Deli

Locust Valley Bagel
LV Convenience Store
Locust Valley Market

OYSTER BAY

OB Stop N’ Shop
Southdown Coffee

Home Sweet Home Deli

COLD SPRING HARBOR

Gourmet Whaler
Cold Spring Plaza Deli

Sweetie Pies

GLEN HEAD

Sea Breeze Deli
Glen Head Pharmacy

HUNTINGTON

E Smoke Cigars
Toast

Jim Dandy
Double S Deli

Munday’s

HALESITE

Bay Delicatessen
TK’s Galley

ROSLYN

Landmark Diner

MINEOLA

Carl Place Diner
Davenport Press

Bakers of All Nations

PORT WASHINGTON

Hinck’s Deli
Ayhan’s Market

Harbor Deli

MANHASSET

Town Hall
Orlando’s

NORTHPORT

Stop N’ Shop
Copenhagen Bakery

ENJOY YOUR STUFF, BUT BE

PREPARED TO LET IT GO

To the Editor:

One of the perils of life is putting
too much value on “stuff.” Stuff can
be about anything. It can consist of
what we have or what we don’t have. 

Much of life is about our stuff.  Our
house, cars, things in the house.
Things around the house and things in
the garage, storage building, barns and
more barns. If we work hard, it’s pos-
sible to accumulate lots of stuff. Often,
we have more than we need. 

We paint, stain, groom and polish
our stuff. Sometimes we put in in
cases, drawers, cabinets and even
safes. We know how difficult it is to
buy and accumulate. Stuff is expen-
sive.

We take pride in our stuff. We
admire, adore and feel good about
what we have. We remember days
when we didn’t have much, wanted
more and maybe felt poor. It felt good
to get a check and even better to put a
few dollars in the bank. 

Me, me, and I often became our
most significant heroes. We applaud
ourselves because we did it, whatever
it is. It’s all good because we know
where we could be or what could have

been or what even might be if luck,
circumstances and health had changed
or still might change. 

The problem with stuff is that it
does change. It fades, erodes, rots,
burns, is stolen, or simply becomes
worthless.  What might have been
valuable may have changed. Life is
always changing. 

If you have a lot of stuff then you
have lot to worry about. You can’t
keep from worrying some. 

In time, all of your stuff will belong
to someone else. Your land. Your
prized possessions.  All that you have
worked to collect and preserve. Stuff
is passed on or gained by someone
else. We all die sooner or later and we
take nothing with us. All of our stuff is
left behind and eventually, sometime
down the road of life, everything will

end up in a junk or trash pile. Fifty
years from now people you have
never heard of might sleep in your bed
in your house, if your house is still in
existence. 

There once was a man who had so
much stuff that he had to build multi-
ple barns. One day he was self-talking,
“I have so much stored up for many
years. I’m going to take it easy, eat
drink and be merry.”  Later that day he
died. Jesus talked about this guy in
one of his stories found in Luke chap-
ter 16. Chances are anyone might
identify with the man Jesus talked
about if our existence becomes too
wrapped up in all of our stuff.

Enjoy your stuff but be prepared to
let it all go. 

Dr. Glenn Mollette

CORRECTIONS

In last week’s article regarding the Town of Oyster Bay suing Frank
Flower & Sons to stop the strip-dredging of Mill Neck Creek, we reported
that the Town had filed suit. We stand corrected.  The Town Board author-
ized a lawsuit, but the suit has not yet been filed.  

In the article titled “Pro‐Parent Trustees Sweep School Board Elections”
in the May 23rd edition we mistakenly identified the top vote-winner in the
Locust Valley School Board election. The Candidate with the most votes was
actually Holly Gaddy Esteves (1243 votes), narrowly out-polling Lauren
Themis (1146). Both won seats on the Board.
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Op­Ed: Suffolk Republicans Stand­Up to Block Migrant Influx

BY STEVE LEVY
Suffolk County Republicans stepped

up to the plate to announce that they
will be hiring counsel to assist the
county to prevent New York City
Mayor Eric Adams from sending
New York City’s illegal immigrant
arrivals to Suffolk.

New York City officials, includ­
ing Mayor Adams, proudly virtue­
signaled to the leftist progressives
in New York how welcoming they
were to illegal aliens.

Well, they made their bed; now
they have to lie in it. They should
not have welcomed all of these tens
of thousands of illegal aliens into
the city and now complain that they
are overwhelmed logistically and
financially. They cannot seek to shift this
burden onto neighboring counties.

The answer to this problem is not
more resources from the federal govern­
ment or for suburban communities to
take in thousands of illegal aliens, but
rather for the Biden administration to do
one simple thing that could end this prob­
lem tomorrow: Re­institute the “Remain
in Mexico” policy for asylum seekers.

There is a new game being played by
the progressive, open­border advocates,
as well as the liberal mainstream media,
and even — shockingly — by some

Republican elected officials. The game is
to no longer consider illegal immigrants

“illegal” and
instead grant
them an air of
legal status by
simply calling
them “asylum
seekers.” Mayor
Adams has done
this, as has the
Suffolk County
executive, and
R e p u b l i c a n
C o u n t y
Legislator Manny
Esteban.

If we are now
going to claim

that any illegal alien who simply utters
the words “I’m seeking asylum” has
become a legal inhabitant in America, we
will have declared America’s borders
open to billions of people around the
world. And we mean BILLIONS. This
would mean that any one of China’s 1.4
billion people who are living in totalitar­
ian oppression can make it to America’s
shores and stay here indefinitely by sim­
ply saying, “I’m seeking asylum.”

And it’s not just China. There are bil­
lions of people living in authoritarian
regimes throughout the world who can

do the same thing.
The Trump administration stopped

this madness by instituting a Remain in
Mexico policy, which meant anyone
coming from outside the United States
claiming asylum could do so, but had to
remain outside of our borders until their
petition was deliberated upon.

We know it can take 10 years for these
applications to be heard. By now claim­
ing aliens illegally here can be deemed
legal by simply claiming asylum, we will
allow for a possible doubling of our pop­
ulation within the next decade.

This is not acceptable, and any elect­
ed official buying into these Democratic
talking points are doing enormous dam­
age.

It’s good to see Republicans — at
least the majority of them in Suffolk —
standing strong. They should ignore the
protests coming from the radicals of the
left, such as the Suffolk County
Progressives and Make the Road New
York, who have become cottage indus­
tries in supporting illegal immigration.

These groups get government money
to help illegal immigrants stay here on
Long Island. Some of these lawyers
involved make their living out of sup­
porting illegal immigration.

Long Island should not be fooled by
these radical groups claiming to be

humanitarian. They are not. They are
hurting African­Americans, who are
looking for employment. They are hurt­
ing veterans, who are looking for hous­
ing. They are hurting poor Long
Islanders, who will be squeezed out due
to an overload on our resources. They are
hurting American children, who will get
less attention from their teachers. They
are hurting our elderly, who have longer
waits in our emergency rooms.

Kudos to Suffolk Republicans for
standing tall. Let’s hope we can finally
convince the Biden administration to end
this nonsense once and for all, and to re­
institute the Remain in Mexico policy,
rather than overwhelm Long Island
because of mistakes made by the presi­
dent and exacerbated by New York’s
mayor.

Steve Levy is President of Common
Sense Strategies, a political consulting
firm. He served as Suffolk County
Executive, as a NYS Assemblyman, and
host of “The Steve Levy Radio Show.”
He is the author of “Solutions to
America’s Problems” and “Bias in the
Media.”  www.SteveLevy.com, Twitter
@SteveLevyNY, steve@commonsenses­
trategies.com. He is a member of Long
Island Life & Politics where he also pub­
lished this article.

Steve Levy

BY AMAN VERMA
One of the most important questions

you face when changing jobs is what to
do with the money in your 401(k) plan.
Making the wrong move could cost you
thousands of dollars or more in taxes,
penalties, and lower returns.

1)  Consequences of Cashing Out
Let's say you work five years at your

current job. For most of those years,
you've had the company take a set per­
centage of your pretax salary and put it
into your employer’s plan. Now that
you're leaving, what should you do?

The first rule of thumb is to leave it
alone. Resist the temptation to cash out.
The worst thing you can do when leaving
a job is to withdraw the money and put it
in your bank account. Here's why:

If you decide to have your distribution
paid to you, the plan administrator will
withhold 20 percent of your total for fed­
eral income taxes. So, if you had
$100,000 in your account, you're now
down to $80,000.

Furthermore, if you're younger than
59 1/2, you'll generally face a 10 percent
penalty for early withdrawal come tax
time. Now you're down another 10 per­
cent from the top line to $70,000.

In addition, because distributions are
taxed as ordinary income, at the end of
the year, you'll have to pay the difference
between your tax bracket and the 20 per­
cent already taken out. For example, if
you're in the 32 percent tax bracket,
you'll still owe 12 percent, or $12,000,
which lowers the amount of your cash
distribution to $58,000. (If your tax
bracket is less than 20%, you may quali­
fy for a refund, depending on your over­
all tax liability for the year compared to

what was withheld or
paid in estimated
taxes for the year.)

But that's not all.
You also must pay
any applicable state
and local taxes.
Between taxes and
penalties, you could
end up with little
over half of what you
saved, short­chang­
ing your retirement
savings significantly.
Finally, you will miss
out on any future tax­
deferred growth those assets would have
produced had they remained in the retire­
ment plan.

2) What Are the Alternatives?
If your new job offers a retirement

plan, the easiest course of action is to roll
your account into the new plan. A
"rollover" is relatively painless to do.
Contact the 401(k)­plan administrator at
your previous job, who should have all
the necessary forms.

The best way to roll funds over from
an old 401(k) plan to a new one is to use
a direct transfer. With direct transfer, you
never receive a check, you avoid all the
taxes and penalties mentioned above, and
your savings will continue to grow tax
deferred.

If you're not happy with the fund
choices your new employer offers, you
might opt for a rollover IRA instead of
your company's plan. You can then
choose from hundreds of funds and have
more control over your money. But
again, to avoid the withholding hassle,
use direct rollovers.

3) 60­Day Rollover
Period

If you have your former
employer make the distribu­
tion check out to you, the
Internal Revenue Service
considers this a cash distri­
bution. The check you get
will have 20 percent taken
out automatically from your
vested amount for federal
income tax.

But don't panic. You
have 60 days to roll over the
lump sum (including the 20
percent) to your new

employer's plan or into a rollover IRA.
Then you won't owe the additional taxes
or the 10 percent early withdrawal penal­
ty and, depending on your overall tax lia­
bility for the year, you might receive a
refund of some or all of the 20% with­
held. But keep in mind that in your
rollover you will have to make up for the
withheld 20% with funds from another

source. Otherwise, the withheld amount
will be treated as a distribution and sub­
ject to any applicable taxes and penalties.

4) Leave It Alone
If your vested account balance in your

401(k) is more than $5,000, you can usu­
ally leave it with your former employer's
retirement plan. Your balance will keep
growing tax­deferred.

However, if you can't leave the money
in your former employer's 401(k) and
your new job doesn't have a 401(k), your
best bet is a direct rollover into an IRA.
The same applies if you've decided to go
into business for yourself. You can still
continue to enjoy tax­deferred growth.

Questions about IRA rollovers? Help
is just a phone call away.

Aman Verma is the principal of the
Long Island­based Accounting firm
Support HQ.  He serves as Treasurer of
the Smithtown Performing Arts Theatre.
He can be contacted at:
Aman@SupportHQS.com 

Finance Op­Ed: Change Jobs and Keep Your 401(K)

Aman Verma
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Nassau Approves Sands Casino­Resort Project

BY THOMAS NOTHEL
The Nassau County Legislature has

overwhelmingly approved County
Executive Bruce Blakeman's request
allow Las Vegas Sands to develop a $4
billion resort and casino on the 72 acre
site that includes the Nassau Coliseum.

The vote of 17­1, approved a 99­year
lease agreement that would allow Sands
to construct the entertainment, sports and
casino complex that Sands had negotiat­
ed with the County and State.

“The overwhelming bipartisan
approval of lease terms with the Sands by
the County Legislature affirms that
Nassau County has made the right deci­
sion,” stated Blakeman.

The only vote against the proposal
came from Legislator Delia DeRiggi­

Whitton (D­Glen Cove) who voted
against the proposal. Legislator Kevan
Abrahams (D­Freeport) recused himself,
citing a conflict of interest involving the
employment of a relative.

Opponents of the proposal, some of
whom spoke at the hearing included the
Hofstra University Board of Trustees and
some residents of Garden City,
Uniondale, East Meadow and
Hempstead. Most opponents who spoke
out were not against developing the site,
but opposed the inclusion of the casino.   

The proposal still requires an environ­
mental review, zoning approvals from the
Town of Hempstead, support from com­
munity panels and advisory boards and a
state gambling license for the resort\casi­
no development to move forward.  

There is a lot of competition for the
three State gaming licenses proposed for
downstate New York. It is expected
Aqueduct racetrack in Queens and
Yonkers Raceway will each receive a
gaming License. Other proposed loca­
tions are Coney Island, Citi Field in
Queens, the Bronx and multiple locations
In Manhattan.  

The Sands Corporation agreement
with Nassau County requires the project

go forward whether or not it receives a
gaming license.  

The 99­year lease agreement stipu­
lates that a non­casino development must
include up to 500 units of housing, a 200
room hotel branded as a Ritz­Carlton, St.
Regis or similar caliber that would have a
24­hour reception, a concierge, dining,
valet parking, a pool and a fitness center,
and an entertainment venue with at least
3,600 seats. 

Be Aware: Stroke 
Prevention Month

BY MAUREEN DALY
As we go through Stroke Prevention

Month, we should all be mindful about
the threats of stroke.

More than 800.000 Americans will
suffer a stroke this year.  One in four of
us will have a stroke during our lifetime.  

People with conditions including
COPD, Diabetes, Heart Disease and
High Blood Pressure are predisposed to
strokes.  National Stroke Awareness
Month and a great time to review the
warning signs of a stroke and learn to
“B.E.F.A.S.T.”

“Be Fast” indicates Balance. Eyes.
Face. Arm Speech and Time. 

B­  Balance Watch for
sudden loss of balance.  

E­  Eyes Check for
vision changes 

F­  Face  Look for an
uneven smile or droop in
face

A­ Arm  Check for
weakness in one arm 

S­  Speech  Listen for
slurred speech

T­  Time  Call 9­1­1
immediately

The American Stroke
Associations recommends
that if you experience any
of the above listed symp­

toms that you call 9­1­1 immediately.
People can experience strokes at any

age.  It is better to go to the hospital and
have a stroke ruled out than to leave one
without treatment.

On average someone dies of a stroke
every three­ and one­half minutes in the
United States.   Stroke is one of the lead­
ing causes of long­term debilitation.

Strokes are the leading cause of pre­
ventable disability.  When it comes to
strokes: time matters.  

Immediate action can prevent brain
damage and long­term disability. For fur­
ther information check out
www.stroke.org.

The Sands Resort – Artist’s Image (Courtesy Nassau County)

Celebrating Memorial Day

Some members of the United States Navy marching in the Bayville parade.

A Jeep in the Oyster Bay Parade.Bayville’s Village Church Preschool



BY THOMAS NOTHEL
Old Westbury Gardens will be host­

ing a gardening­focused weekend on
June 2nd to 4th, that will feature 11
events designed for garden enthusiasts
of all ages.

The events include a plant sale, floral
design for kids, floral design workshop
(Adults), off­the­path nature walk, drop­
in kids’ planting, book signing: garden
design master class (Rizzoli Press) with
editor Carl Dellator, walled garden insid­
er tour, three garden tour, self­guided
tours of private gardens, afternoon tea
with a self­guided tours of private gardens

The weekend kicks off with the Plant

Sale Preview Party on
Friday, June 2nd. This
casual cocktail party
is from 6:30pm ­
9:30pm with guests
having first selection
of plants on offer at
the Plant Sale.
Appetizers and drinks
will be served and live
music provided by
Ray’s No Quitter
Band. 

“With Garden
Days, we hope to
engage the Long
Island garden commu­
nity with fun and edu­
cational events that
highlight our shared

passion for gardens, gardening and hor­
ticulture,” said Maura Brush, Director of
Horticulture for Old Westbury Gardens.

“This is also a fundraiser for Old
Westbury Gardens with proceeds going
to support the Gardens’ in its mission,”
added Brush. “We encourage everyone
who loves Old Westbury Gardens, and
gardening as a past time, to come take
part. It’s going to be a great weekend!”    

Tickets to Garden Days events range
from $15 to $100 and must be purchased
in advance. For more information and a
full list of Garden Days events visit:
https://www.oldwestburygardens.org
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Old Westbury Gardens Hosts
“Garden Days Weekend” 

The Magnificent Flowers at Old Westbury Gardens 
(Photo Courtesy OWG)

Following this year’s parade in
Oyster Bay hamlet on Monday, May 29,
starting at 10:30 am along South Street,
Raynham Hall Museum will present a
Memorial Day Celebration as part of
Blue Star Museums, a program offering
free admission to active­duty military
personnel and their families this summer
from Armed Forces Day, May 20,
through Labor Day, September 4, 2023.
The Memorial Day Celebration, from
11:30 am to 2:30 pm, will feature live
music by The Patriot Singers, crafts and
face painting for kids, free ices, and aug­
mented reality demonstrations in the
Visitors’ Center. For more information
on this event, please contact the museum
at 516­922­6808. For a full calendar of
Blue Star Museums events at Raynham
Hall, visit raynhamhallmuseum.org
/upcoming­events.

About Blue Star Museums: Blue Star

Museums is a collaboration among the
National Endowment for the Arts, Blue
Star Families, the Department of
Defense, and participating museums
across America. For a list of participat­
ing museums, visit arts.gov/bluestarmu­
seums. The free admission program is
available for those currently serving in
the United States Military—Air Force,
Army, Coast Guard, Marine Corps,
Navy, and Space Force, members of the
Reserves, National Guard, U.S. Public
Health Commissioned Corps, NOAA
Commissioned Corps, and up to five
family members. Qualified members
must show a Geneva Convention com­
mon access card (CAC), DD Form 1173
ID card (dependent ID), DD Form 1173­
1 ID card, or the Next Generation
Uniformed Services (Real) ID card for
entrance into a participating Blue Star
Museum. 

Raynham Hall Museum a 
Blue Star Museums

Enjoying crafts at the Raynham Hall Museum Memorial Day.
Photo: Patricia Mavros Brexel
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Town of Oyster Bay Supervisor Joseph
Saladino (center left) recently honored
John Suttie (seated), Locust Valley Fire
Ex­Chief, for his 65 years of dedicated
service to the department and community.

“John’s incredible service to the
Locust Valley Fire Department for more
than six decades will long be remem­
bered,” said Supervisor Saladino. “We
have the utmost respect and gratitude for

John, and all our first responders, and
men and women in uniform who ensure
our residents get to enjoy the safety and
beauty of each new day.”

Supervisor Saladino was joined by
County Court Judge Colin O’Donnell
(far left) and New York State Senator
Jack Martins (second from left) and
Deputy County Attorney Samantha
Goetz.  

Huntington’s “Sugar Kelp”
Experiment a Success

BY RUPERT DEEDES
Last fall, Garrett Chelius, the Deputy

Director of Maritime for the Town of
Huntington, decided to make a contribu­
tion to the emerging green economy by
launching a pilot program to grow sugar
kelp in Cold Spring Harbor.

There are three advantages to growing
sugar kelp: It naturally removes harmful
nitrogen from the water; it can be harvest­
ed and turned into a rich natural fertilizer;
and it grows naturally, without any need
for close attention and nurturing.

In late December 2022, a group
organized by Chelius to implement the

Sugar Kelp program started work: Seed
lines were installed near the mouth of
Cold Spring Harbor by Captain Mitch
Kramer from TowBoatUS, with kelp
seeds donated by Wendy Moore,
Executive Director and Founder of Lazy
Point Farms. 

The kelp grew rapidly, and within a
few weeks, bundles of kelp were stretch­
ing up to five feet below the seed lines.

Sugar kelp is a warm­water plant, and
when the water temperature dropped to
55 degrees in April, the kelp was harvest­
ed, generating 250 pounds of fertilizer­
ready material.

“We harvested hundreds of pounds of
healthy kelp in late April!,” stated
Chelius. “Once it is dried and shredded,
the town intends to use the kelp as organ­
ic fertilizer in its parks, and Huntington,
Rotary, and CCE plan to scale up this
effort modestly next winter with at least
10 lines strategically located throut
Huntington...”

The kelp was dried and then grounded
to powder, bagged, and distributed for
free to groundskeepers at several
Huntington parks and the Town’s two
golf courses. A few Huntington residents
with green thumbs also received bags of
dried kelp.

Garrett Chelius with the Sugar Kelp crop. 
(photo courtesy Town of Huntington)

Hochul to Dump Illegal Migrants
at SUNY Old Westbury

BY MARK DEMETROPOULOS
New York Governor Kathy Hochul

(D­Buffalo) has sent inspectors to the
SUNY Old Westbury campus to survey
the student dormitories to house some of
the 100,000­plus illegal migrants who
have poured into the state.  And NYS
Senator Jack Martins (R­Westbury) is not
happy about it. 

Several local news stations have con­
firmed that the Hochul administration
dispatched inspectors to the SUNY Old
Westbury campus.  The state is utilizing
school dorms and athletic facilities as
emergency housing centers
for migrants. 

“Migrants coming to
Nassau County schools is a
real possibility,” stated
Senator Martins. “Because
New York declared itself a
sanctuary state.” 

"Now communities like
ours here in Nassau County
and elsewhere in New York
state, have to deal with the
realities of migrants being
shipped into our communities without
the resources we need to deal with them,"
added Martins. "Without even knowing
who they are. And quite frankly, poten­
tially putting us all at risk.”

SUNY confirmed that Hochul is look­
ing to house illegal migrants at the
SUNY schools. And if the illegal
migrants are “in”, then SUNY students
are “out” ­ and will not have available
dormitory housing.

“At Governor Hochul's
direction, we are assessing
whether there are SUNY
resources available to help
with the arrival of asylum
seekers.” stated a SUNY Press
Spokesman.

Local governments on
Long Island have been kept in
the dark by Hochul about the
date and number of migrants to
be “dropped” on Long Island.

Hochul has not scheduled
any community or town hall to inform
the public or elected officials about the
imminent influx of migrants coming in
large numbers to inhabit their communi­
ties.

According to Hochul’s office, “no
official determination by the state has
been made.” However, the evidence
appears clear that hundreds of migrants
might soon be calling SUNY Old
Westbury their “new home.”

Senator Jack Martins

LV Fire Department Ex­Chief
Honored For 65 Years Of Service

Celebrating the Legacy of 
Barry Donaldson

Your
Business Card

Ad Here!
Call 

The Leader

(516) 676-1434

(C) Locust Valley Fire Ex­Chief John Suttie.
Photo: TOB

Bus Unloading Migrants 
(courtesy Facebook)

BY VICTORIA CROSBY
The North Shore Gold

and Diamond celebrated its
43rd anniversary in honor
of the founder James Barry
Donaldson, known to
everyone as Barry, who
passed away last year. (The
North Shore Leader
November 1st 2022),

A ribbon cutting cere­
mony and presentation of citations from
Glen Cove Mayor Pam Panzenback, the
BID (Business improvement District,)
and the Glen Cove Chamber of
Commerce, was a family affair with
Barry’s son, James Donaldson Jr, who
had worked with his father and took over
his business on his father’s passing, his
wife Natalie, daughter Maranna Rose,
and son James Joseph.

In addition to the Mayor of Glen Cove

and members of the City
Council, and of the public,
Nassau County Legislator
Delia DeRiggi­Whitton also
attended.

Gaitley Stevenson­
Mathews, former City
Councilman and member of
the Chamber of Commerce,
said; “What a beautiful
multi­generational event

which celebrated the legacy of founder
James Barry Donaldson, while also look­
ing to the future as James’s son steps into
the role as proprietor of the business”.  

James said, “It’s no easy feat to stay in
business that long and in one community.
My dad was a true positive role model for
me. I’m honored to be in this communi­
ty, and I know my dad was looking down
smiling today. I can’t thank everyone
enough.”

A Diamond shaped Citation



CHAPMAN, Judith C. died peace­
fully at home with her family on May
27th, 2023 at age 88.  She is survived by
her husband of 65 years, Gilbert W.
Chapman, Jr, her son Gilbert W.
Chapman, III, her daughter­in­law
Catherine Bedrick Chapman and her
grandsons, Nicholas and Wilson.

Judith was born in St.Louis and was
raised in Manhattan. She attended The
Brearley School, Miss Porter’s School,
and Sarah Lawrence College. Judith was
actively involved in philanthropic organ­
izations over many years. She is the for­
mer President of North Shore Wildlife
Sanctuary and North Country Garden
Club. Judith loved her family; She was
passionate about the environment, con­
servation and recycling. Judith was an
avid reader, a talented golfer, and a
superb gardener. But mainly, she was a
devoted wife, mother, and grandmother.

Arrangements entrusted to Dodge­
Thomas Funeral Home of Glen Cove. A
Funeral Service will be held at St. John's
of Lattingtown on Wednesday June 7th at
11am.  In lieu of flowers, please con­
tribute to the North Country Garden Club
of Long Island or the North Shore
Wildlife Sanctuary.
www.dodgethomas.com

DUNNE, Hon. James Lawrence, age
82, of Sea Cliff, New York, died on May
21, 2023. James was born in Sea Cliff,
NY, on July 11, 1940, to Dr. Michael J.
Dunne and Maureen J. Dunne. Raised in
Sea Cliff, James graduated from
Chaminade High School (1958) and
went on to obtain his B.A. from St.
John’s University (1962) and St. John’s
University School of Law, Brooklyn,
(L.L.B. 1965) and (J.D. 1968).

Following law school, James was
appointed a Special Agent of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) from
September 1965 to October 1971. He
was stationed in Charlotte, North
Carolina, Detroit Michigan and New
York City, NY. James’ work in the FBI
included bank robbery, organized crime
and counter espionage. During this time,
James received multiple commendations
for bravery and excellence and was given
honorable membership in the Detroit
Police Department. James’ FBI work
continued later in life as he was appoint­
ed a Special Investigator for the FBI
(BICS) from 2003 to 2017.

Following his service with the FBI,
James joined the law firm of Healy,
Tuohy & Dunne, located in Huntington,
NY, (1972). His general practice includ­

ed criminal law, divorce, wills, trusts and
estates, landlord tenant matters, and real
estate. James also specialized in environ­
mental matters in Nassau County. He
was a co­founder of the Hempstead
Harbor Coalition as well as a member of
numerous local environmental charities.
James was a member of North Shore
Kiwanis and was highly active in many
of the club’s charitable events and activi­
ties.

In 1975, James married Lynda
Isabelle Herring in Sea Cliff, NY. They
had a son, James Carson Dunne, in 1982.
James and Lynda enjoyed extensive trav­
elling together, playing golf at Brookville
Country Club and spending time at their
condominium in St. Croix, USVI. They
remained happily married until James’
death.

James was elected Justice of the
Village of Sea Cliff from 1976 to 1984.
James continued to be an active member
of the community and shared the law
offices of Dunne & Healy in Sea Cliff,
with his son, James, until his death.

James was predeceased by his par­
ents, Michael J. Dunne, MD and
Maureen J. Dunne; and his siblings,
Mary P. Wiemann, Michael J. Dunne II,
MD, Eileen T. Dunne, and William J.
Dunne. James is survived by his wife
Lynda; his son James; his daughter­in­
law Allison; his sisters, Deirdre A.
Rabago and Patricia A. Dunne; numer­
ous cousins, nieces and nephews; as well
as beloved family members in Ireland.

Contributions may be made to:
Mutual Concerns Committee, Peggy
Como, Pres., P.O. Box 164, Sea Cliff,
NY 11579 www.Whitting.com

GRECO, Jean – on , age 102, of
Bayville. Beloved wife of the late
Antonio. Loving mother of Vito (Maria
Saraceni), and James (Karen).  Cherished
grandmother of  Jena Schneider (Brad),
Joseph (Maria), Gabrielle Parente
(Vincenzo), Alicia Walker (Brian),
Corinne, and Jaime Bowden (Austin).
Proud great grandmother of Carolina,
Camilla, Valentina, Benedetta, Amalia,
Jackson, Madeline, Anthony, and Olivia.
Also survived by many loving relatives
and friends. Interment Locust Valley
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers donations
can be made to The Life Enrichment
Center at Oyster Bay. www.oysterbayfu­
neralhome.com

STEWART, Wendy M. – on May 20,
2023, age 65, of Oyster Bay, NY.
Beloved daughter of the late Constance.
Dear sister of the late Jonathan Ashby.
Devoted cousin of Shirell Bolden, James
Bolden, Andrea Bolden, Frankie Bolden
and the late Pamela Stewart. Also sur­
vived by many loving relatives and
friends. Memorial Service, Oyster Bay
Funeral Home, 261 South Street, on
Saturday June 3, 2023 at 11:00 a.m.
www.oysterbayfuneralhome.com

THOMAS, William R. of Glen Cove,
NY on May 23, 2023 at Age 36.  Beloved
son of Ceceila Thomas and the late
Marvin Ashby.  Dear brother of
LaBrettis, Marvin, Kenlin, Brandan,
Mazar, Gregory, Desiree and the late
Desmon.  Loving soul mate of Josephine.
Cherished grandson of Lorraine
Peterson.  Also survived by many loving
nieces and nephews. Burial will be pri­
vate.  www.dodgethomas.com

Obituaries

GBB&GC 73rd Annual Gala
Silent Auction Online Bidding 

Opens Now
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Grenville Baker Boys &
Girls Club has opened
online bidding for its amaz­
ing silent auction. Not only
guests attending the Club’s
73rd Annual Gala will have
the opportunity to browse
and bid, so will community
members from home. Luxury items this
year include an abundance of sought
after tickets such as Billy Joel, Beyonce,
Sting with a meet and greet, Jimmy
Fallon, VIP Mets, VIP Islanders, Jets or
Giants and Luke Bryan in Nashville.
Also, there are many packages with gift
cards from local restaurants, favorite
local shops, and getaways such as Ritz
Carlton, Dove Mountain in Arizona,
Maybourne Beverly Hills, Faena Hotel
in Miami Beach, a Montauk weekend
and so many more out of this world silent
auction items will continue to be added.

To participate visit Grenville Baker
Boys & Girls Club’s website. Scroll
down to Gala and click on Learn more.

Next click on view items.
You can also access the
silent auction on GBBGC
social media sites. All you
need to do is click on the
auction link and begin your
browsing and bidding. The
silent auction will remain

open online until Friday, June 9 at
11:00pm. Be sure to set your maximum
bids.

Finally, don’t miss out on the oppor­
tunity to win this year’s raffle prize, a
tantalizing Chanel Classic Handbag.
Raffle tickets are $150.00 and can be
purchased by visiting www.GBBGC.org.

Grenville Baker Boys & Girls Club
services 200 kids each day in its after­
school enrichment program and more
than 1000 annually in any of its pro­
grams like summer camp, basketball,
flag football, floor hockey, soccer, base­
ball, dance, gymnastics, and others.
More information can be found at
www.GBBGC.org
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COTTAGE WANTED

INTERNET / TV / PHONE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HEALTH

FINANCE

AUTO DONATIONS

AUTO BUYERS

ED. /  CAREER TRAINING

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO­
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer & Help Desk Professional
now! Now offering a $10,000 scholarship for
qualified applicants. Call CTI for details! 
(844) 947­ 0192 (M­F 8am­6pm ET)

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW! 855­413­9574

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95
High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 1/31/24.
1­866­595­6967

Classifieds The Leader Classifieds     
$22 for the first 15 words,  then 30 cents each additional word. 

516-676-1434  advertising@theleaderonline.com

Drive Out Breast Cancer: Donate a car today!
The benefits of donating your car or boat: Fast
Free Pickup ­ 24hr
Response Tax Deduction ­ Easy To Do! 
Call 24/7: 855­905­4755

Don't Pay For Covered Home Repairs
Again! American Residential Warranty covers
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE/ $100
OFF POPULAR PLANS. 833­398­0526

HELP  WANTED

REAL  ESTATE  FOR  RENT

GREENPORT: Prime Main Street location. Suitable
for retail/professional. 875 sq. ft. Original floors and
architectural details. Owner, 516­241­8135.

Wheels For Wishes benefiting Make­A­Wish®
Northeast New York. 
Your Car Donations Matter NOW More Than
Ever! Free Vehicle Pick Up ANYWHERE.  We
Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not.  100%
Tax Deductible.  Minimal To No Human Contact.
Call: (877) 798­9474.  Car Donation Foundation
d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. 
www.wheelsforwishes.org.

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt
FAST. Call 888­869­5361 (Mon­Fri 7am­5pm PST)

***AAA*** AUTO BUYERS $Highest$ Ca$h
Paid$. All Years/ Conditions! WE VISIT YOU!
Or Donate, Tax Deduct + Ca$h.
DMV ID#1303199. Call LUKE 516­VAN­
CARS. 516­297­2277

WIREMAN/CABLEMAN Flat TVs mounted,
Phone, TVs&Computer wiring installed & serv­
iced, camera &stereos, HDTV – Antennas­ FREE
TV www.davewireman.com Call Dave 516­433­
WIRE (9473) 631­667­WIRE (9473)  or Text
516­353­1118

Wheatley Hills Golf Club,  East Williston NOW
HIRING: Waitstaff & Bussers, Front Desk
Receptionist, Clubhouse Maintenance, Valet Parker,
Pantry­Prep Position Competitive Hourly Wage 
E­mail: Frontdesk@wheatleyhills.com

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3
months free premium movie channels! Free
next day installation! Call 888­508­5313

Cottage Wanted Mature professional
couple (with sweet mature dog) seek to
rent a 2 bedroom  estate cottage on the
North Shore, preferably on one level.
Early Fall move­in  preferred. Please
call/text/leave message for Sherryl
516 578­8509

BY NIALL FITZGERALD
President Andrzej Duda

of Poland last week awarded
North Shore Leader reporter
Chris O’Neill one of Poland's
highest honors ­ The Cross of
Freedom and Solidarity.

Chris O’Neill first came
to communist­occupied
Poland in the fall 1981 as a
“Junior Semester Abroad”
exchange student to the
Marie Curie University in
Lublin. “I couldn't even
speak good Polish then, but I
felt a special bond with Poland and the
Poles. The well­being of Poland has been
on my heart ever since I first came,” noted
O’Neill.

Then the Soviet Union sent in its army
­ and declared martial law:

“On the night of Martial Law ­ Dec 13,
1981 ­ I remember how one blind student,
who sometimes played the guitar in our
dormitory, recognized by sound the types
of military equipment that passed by our
dormitory, including, Soviet T­34 tanks,”
recalled O’Neill. "Students barricaded
themselves in the neighboring dormitory. I
saw from my window how the special riot
police troops, in a night action, stormed
this dormitory, brutally beating students,
smashing windows and, arrested some of
the protesting students. My dormitory,
which the Polish students were forced to
evacuate, was then used as a barracks by
these military forces.”

“One morning I walked into the bath­
room and in front of the mirror a riot
policeman was shaving,” recalled O’Neill.
“I passed him to go to the toilet and dis­
covered that the entire porcelain toilet was
broken into hundreds of pieces. I asked
him “what's this all about?” and he told
me to talk to an officer. I did so. The offi­
cer said that "the students did it." Of
course, a response worthy of laughter
because there were only handful of us left,
a few people from third­world countries
and me from the US.  I placed a handmade
poster on the door of my room.  I made it
from pieces cut out of Time or Newsweek.

On this collage I had
pasted nuclear missiles
and a photo of
President Reagan
against the background
of a cloud after a
nuclear explosion with
the caption “IS THIS
WHAT YOU WANT?” 

“My continued stay
in the dormitory
became untenable,”
added O'Neill. “And I
was finally able to
negotiate with the US

Embassy for transport to Warsaw, and
then a train to Vienna, out of the country.”

Safe back in the United States ­ as a
senior at Muhlenberg College in
Pennsylvania ­ O’Neill could think of
nothing so important as returning to
Poland to help its fight for freedom.  He
applied for and was named a Fulbright
Scholar to continue graduate studies at the
Jagellonian University in Krakow, and
later at the Catholic University of Lublin ­
a Catholic university in eastern Poland ­
and the only private university behind the
Iron Curtain.

“My colleague
Hubert Pietras was
politically aware and
active in the opposi­
tion," noted O’Neill.
"He shared uncen­
sored underground
materials with me. He
had to run through the
‘beating gauntlet’ of
riot policeman after
they 'pacified' the striking Lublin Car
Repair Plant on December 17, 1981. It
was he who in later years brought me into
Lublin branch of the underground.”

As a graduate student in Lublin in the
mid­1980’s, O’Neill joined the pro­dem­
ocratic underground, particularly the 
LDP­N.

“I believe that, considering its level of
publishing, technical prowness (printing),
contacts (scope and quality), logistics and
organization of distribution of the uncen­

sored materials it produced, LDP­N sur­
passed all other underground organiza­
tions at that time in Lublin. It main­
tained a very high level of self­disci­
pline in adhering to the rules of partici­
pating in the underground (secrecy, dis­
creteness), and prepared, printed and
distributed two books and 14 magazines
(with numerous issues). Some publica­
tions were printed in more than 5,000
copies. In addition, they prepared and
distributed more than 500,000 pieces of
leaflets in six “leaflet actions" in the
period 1984­1988.”

“My involvement with the under­
ground occurred in a variety of areas,”
added O’Neill. “Including material sup­
port in terms of the use of my car and
apartment, and also translation, and in
preparing the publication of  a publication
entitled ‘Notatnik Polityczny’ [Political
Notebook]. I took an active part in organ­
izing and conducting interviews for this
publication both in the US and Poland,
including with Zbigniew Brzezinski, the
father of the current US ambassador to
Poland. 

“In the 1980s, I also delivered religious
materials from the
Pontifical Slovak
College of St. Cyril
and Methodius in
Rome to the under­
ground Catholic
Church in what is now
Slovakia. I also had
the opportunity to sup­
port the anti­commu­
nist opposition in
Cuba by directly pro­

viding its opposition activists with medi­
cine, laptops and satellite phones in the
early 2000s,” concluded O’Neill.

The Cross of Freedom and Solidarity is
Poland's highest honor for service to the
nation, and recognizes exceptional self­
sacrifice and dedication to the cause of
Freedom in Poland.

In 2007, the government of Poland
recognized O’Neill as a person who had
been targeted by the Polish communist
secret police, as a person wronged by the

communist system. In 2020 the Polish
government granted O'Neill the honored
status of “Anti­communist Activist,” the
only non­Pole to be thus recognized.

“I am very moved by this award, but I
am also aware of how many people did
much more and how small my merits are
compared to what they did,” stated
O’Neill. “Nevertheless, these honors are
very important to me because they reflect
the state of my soul, the state of my devo­
tion to Poland. Poland has given me so
much in my life and I don't think I will
ever be able to repay this debt.”

“What I treasure most is a small pin I
received from “Irek” ­ an activist of the
underground organization ‘Fighting
Solidarity’. As a young man he was beat­
en so badly by thugs from the communist
police that he was diagnosed with trau­
matic epilepsy. He became an invalid and
remains one to this day. Despite this expe­
rience, he still took part in demonstrations
and was arrested 4 or 5 more times. Each
time, out of stress, he would get an epilep­
tic seizure on the floor of the police station
house.”

“I asked him if he was not afraid? His
response was ‘Of course I was afraid, but
it was the right thing to do. I believe in
God, Honor and in my country.’ After our
conversation, he took off his pin from his
jacket lapel and pinned it on mine,”
recalled O’Neill. “These are the people
that enabled Poland to regain its independ­
ence.”

The North Shore Leader congratulates
Chris on his outstanding achievement.

Leader Reporter Wins Poland’s “Cross of Freedom & Solidarity”

Chris O’Neiill is awarded the Polish 
“Medal of Freedom & solidarity”

Chris O’Neill on Polish TV

Teresa and Chris O’Neill 
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BY CHRIS O'NEILL
One of Gilbert & Sullivan’s most

delightful operatic musicals “Princess
Ida” will be coming to the Smithtown
Theater in less than a month.

Long Islanders will get a chance to
experience this wonderful tale of gen­
erational conflict, with lyrics penned
by W.S. Gilbert and music written by
Arthur Sullivan.  The show first played
in London’s Savoy opera in 1884.

“Princess Ida” will open in
Smithtown on June 17 at 8 p.m., at the
Smithtown Performing Arts Center, 2
East Main Street, Smithtown. “It's free.
Please come and bring the family,”
urged the Theater’s Board member
Aman Verma.

“On its surface a story of a prince, a
princess, and an arranged marriage,
Princess Ida is, deeper down, a story of
young people trying to get past the mis­
takes and hatreds of their parents,” stated
Gayden Wren, the show’s Director ­ and

himself a longtime Gilbert and Sullivan
enthusiast.

Wren, a 1979 graduate of Garden City
High School, first became smitten with
Gilbert & Sullivan in 1976, and has been
a member of the Gilbert & Sullivan Light
Opera Company of Long Island ever
since.

He’s also directed Gilber & Sullivan
productions in Manhattan, Connecticut,
Ohio, Pennsylvania and Texas, and is the
author of the book “A Most Ingenious
Paradox: The Art of Gilbert & Sullivan,”
published by Oxford University Press in
2002.

The appeal of Gilbert & Sullivan,
Wren said, lies not only in its “sparkling
music, clever lyrics and beautiful dia­
logue,” but also in its “universal human
themes” which, like Shakespeare's plays,
"has an enduring appeal to modern audi­
ences,” generations after the works were
written. Princess Ida, he added, “is a great

example of that thematic resonance.”
The story is about young aristocrats

caught up in their royal fathers’ rivalry
almost since they were born. Though
they begin as enemies, as the opera pro­
gresses they begin to see themselves as
mirrors of each other’s struggle. Will they
be able to transcend the future that seems
to be their destiny?

"Princess Ida unlike any other Gilbert
& Sullivan opera,” according to Wren,
“It’s Shakespearean in its scope and its
humor. It is a story of unique emotional
power.”

Admission is free. For further infor­
mation, call (516) 619­7415 or visit
www.gaslocoli.org.

Gilbert & Sullivan’s “Princess Ida” Coming to Smithtown

King Hildebrand (Ben Salers), and 
Prince Hilarion (Joseph Anthony Smith)

Scenes from Princess Ida

Princess Ida  (Kara Vertucci)
(Courtesy Gilbert & Sullivan Society)

BY PRIYA PERSAUD
Theodore Roosevelt and the "Rough

Riders" will be saddling­up for one more
ride through Oyster Bay.

In commemoration of the 125th
Anniversary of Theodore Roosevelt’s 1st
U.S. Volunteer Cavalry’s formation, the
Oyster Bay Town Board and Town
Supervisor Joseph Saladino are partner­
ing with the Friends of Sagamore Hill to
host a historical re­enactment of the mon­
umental event. 

“What better way to celebrate the
American spirit in advance of
Independence Day than seeing history
come alive as the Rough Riders and
Theodore Roosevelt visit the place he
called home, the hamlet of Oyster Bay,”

stated Saladino. “This is a great opportu­
nity for residents of all ages to step back
in time and learn more about the Rough
Riders, their skills and how they helped
advance America’s profile around the
globe.”

The re­enactment will feature per­
formances by the Boots and Saddles
Productions and the Island Long Riders.

The Rough Riders were a volunteer
unit of the United States Army that
played an important role in the 1898
Spanish­American War. They are best
remembered for their conduct during the
Battle of San Juan Hill in Cuba, where
they overwhelmed the Spanish troops
and provided a victory to the United
States and the Cuban revolutionaries
whom the US was helping to achieve the
independence of Cuba.  

The Rough Riders were commanded
by Colonel Leonard Wood, whose sec­
ond­in­command was Theodore
Roosevelt who had just resigned as
Assistant Secretary of the Navy. Their
achievements in Cuba became legendary,
and contributed to Roosevelt becoming
President just four years later.

Next weekend, there will also be a
Theodore Roosevelt Reprisor, Rough
Riders on horses, saber performances by
U.S. Cavalry Soldiers, and a mounted
cowboy shooting by the Island Long
Riders.

The historical commemoration will
take place at the Theodore Roosevelt
Memorial Park in Oyster Bay on Saturday,
June 3rd, 2023 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

NORTH SHORE MONUMENTS
Plaques & Sandblasting

Quality Workmanship for Four Generations 

Servicing All Cemeteries

• Monuments • Plaques • Pet Memorials • Statues • 

• Repairs • Eternal Candles • Vases •

Lettering Done In The Cemetery Without Disturbing The Grave Site

In­Door Showroom  100 Stones on Display

667 Cedar Swamp Road, Old Brookville 

7 5 9 ­ 2 1 5 6

Oyster Bay Historical 
“Rough Riders” Re­enactment

Theodore Roosevelt at Sagamore Hill in 
Oyster Bay
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