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EDITORIAL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: We encourage our readers to express their view regardless of opinion, through the Letters to the Editor column. Letters published represent
the viewpoint of our readers. They do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Leader and, in fact, may be of opposite viewpoint. Letters should be typed and mailed or
emailed to the editor’s attention. Letters will be edited for length, clarity and accuracy. All letters should be signed and contain author’s address and telephone number for verification. Although it is discouraged, we will withhold an author’s name if the subject matter is sensitive or the writer may be subject to intimidation or harassment. Letters that
contain accusations or important “facts” must demonstrate knowledge in the area described or show evidence for their writing. The Leader will not return letters and reserves
the right to publish them at a later time or not at all, due to lack of space or editor’s discretion.

REMEMBER ON
MEMORIAL DAY
Residents are urged to take time
from their day’s activities on Memorial
Day to remember those who died in the
service of their country.
The occasion of Memorial Day will
be marked by parades, speeches and
wreath-laying ceremonies. For those
who have lost a loved one in the service
of our country, the day will be an especially poignant one.
Memorial Day came into being in
1868 when John Logan, Commander in
Chief of the Grand Army of the
Republic, issued an order fixing May 30
“for the purpose of strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating the graves
of comrades who died in the defense of
their country in the late rebellion.” From
this, Memorial Day, or Decoration Day,
as it also came to be called, grew into a
national holiday that honors soldiers
killed in all wars. By an Act of
Congress, Memorial Day was later
moved to the last Monday in May,
which only served to take away from its
intended purpose as a day to remember
our war dead.
Long gone are the days when everyone in town either marched in, or turned
out to watch, the annual Memorial Day
parade and when youngsters decorated
their bikes in red, white and blue crepe
paper. Each year, the Memorial Day
parades get fewer and smaller and the
size of the crowds also dwindles a bit
more. The ranks of our veterans groups,
which have always been at the forefront
of Memorial Day observances, are
shrinking because most of the members
are veterans of World War II, the
Korean War and the Vietnam War, who
are getting older and there are not many
young men and women joining to
replace them. But, that does not make
Memorial Day any less significant and,
perhaps, makes our responsibility to
remember it even more important. Also,
with the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
new names have been inscribed on the
list of those who died in the service of
our country and deserve to be remembered by us all for making the supreme
sacrifice.
The men and women who rendered
such great service to our nation in times
of war and gave their last full measure
to safeguard the principles on which our
nation was founded and has flourished
deserve our greatest respect. It is not
only our privilege, but our duty as citizens of a free nation, to honor them.
With their sacrifices, Americans might
not be enjoying the freedoms that many
of us take for granted.
So, on Memorial Day, go ahead and
enjoy a picnic, go to the beach or to a
shopping mall or just relax. But, please,
put the ‘memorial’ back in Memorial
Day and set aside some time during the
day to remember the reason behind this
most solemn day of remembrance to
show some sign of gratitude and respect
to the memories of those who gave their
lives that we might live ours in peace,
freedom and abundance.
Memorial Day parades are scheduled for a number of communities
throughout the area.

The Publisher

L E T T E RS TO T H E E D I TOR
The Leader has received several unsigned letters to the editor. We will respect an author’s request for anonymity, but must have your name, address,
and phone number. We want to hear from you and publish your opinions, so in the future, kindly include the above requested information.

MEMORIAL DAY
To the Editor:
During the first national celebration of
Memorial Day on May 30, 1868, at
Arlington National Cemetery, thenCongressman and future president James
A. Garfield spoke poignant words: “If
silence is ever golden, it must be here
beside the graves of 15,000 men, whose
lives were more significant than speech,
and whose death was a poem, the music
of which can never be sung … For love of
country they accepted death, and thus
resolved all doubts, and made immortal
their patriotism and their virtue.”
Five years later, in 1873, New York
was the first state to make Memorial Day
a holiday. Today, it’s still celebrated at
Arlington National Cemetery, with a
small American flag placed on each soldier’s grave and a wreath laid at the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier. But as we partake in our own celebrations here at home,
attending barbecues with family and
friends and lining up on the sidewalk for
local parades, we must not forget what the
holiday actually representsor overlook the
hard-fought battles that helped secure this
nation’s principles. From our early foundations to the present, servicemen and
servicewomen work day in and day out to
protect our rights, values and the
American way of life.
Here in New York State, there are over
800,000 veterans who served as far back
as World War II. While these brave men
and women survived the harrowing circumstances of war and service, they had
to leave behind fellow soldiers lost on the
battlefield whose families sadly never got
the chance to welcome them home.
Memorial Day honors those courageous
fallen soldiers and the immeasurable sacrifices they made to keep us safe.
Assemblymember
Charles D. Lavine
NO TO THE TUNNEL
To the Editor:
I attended the meeting at the Locust
valley High School in regard to the con-

struction of a tunnel or bridge across the
Long Island Sound. It was most informative and illuminating and I appreciate all
the issues that were addressed.
I feel after ruminating about all the
facts, my knowledge of said project
allows me to make my case against the
project.
First, this would be a total and blatant
waste of taxpayer dollars.
Second, this project will destroy our
beautiful community on the north shore,
and the damage to our area’s ecosystem
would be irreparable.
Third, our aquifer and drinking water
supply would be impacted greatly in
Nassau and Suffolk counties. Pollution to
our water walls, thereby reducing the
quantity and quality of our water, is
outrageous.
Fourth, tunnels bring more traffic and
congestion along with the release of poisonous gases, oil and alot of other pollutants to our beautiful communities.
Last, the holes that will be dug will
also allow increased salt water intrusion
into the aquifer system and bring so much
contamination to our water supply.
This has such a negative impact that I
can only think that the repercuissions of
this tunnel will be even worse than was
has already been studied and reviewed.
I live right next to the wetlands and the
imopact would be catastrophic to our
charished wildlife that is appreciated by
all. This project must be stopped ASAP.
Sincerely,
Beatrice Kurau
Locust Valley

food,
• the tree-filled slopes and fields that
clean our air,
• and the parklands that provide places
for our children to play.
Thanks to your generous support, the
North Shore Land Alliance has been integral in the protection of nearly 1,200 acres
of local land since our beginning in 2003.
Emblematic places like the Banfi/Youngs
Farm Fields, Upper Francis Pond, the
Humes Estate and Humes Japanese Stroll
Garden (and many more) will be here for
future generations to enjoy because ofyour commitment to the Land Alliance and
our conservation efforts today.
Sustaining a healthy natural environment is fundamental to keeping Long
Island’s communities productive and
strong, and we cannot overstate our
thanks to you for your tangible support of
our work. Onward to the next highly productive 15 years!
Yours in conservation,
Lisa W. Ott, President and CEO
On behalf of the
Board and Staff of the
North Shore Land Alliance

To our Subscribers
Several of you have called regarding
issues either not being delivered on time,
or not delivered at all. If you know your
subscription is up to date, please call
your post office. The Leader is sent out
each Wednesday morning from the
Locust Valley Post Office. Their number
is 516.671.1559.

THE NORTH SHORE LAND ALLIANCE:
FIFTEEN YEARS OF CONSERVATION
To the Editor:
In this, our 15th Anniversary year, we
are writing to thank you, our wonderful
community, for your support and unending commitment to conserving our most
important natural areas:

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU!!!
News happens every day!
Please send your stories to:
news@theleaderonline.com

• the lands that ensure the quality and
quantity of our clean drinking water,
• the wetlands that filter harmful runoff
before it reaches our ponds and bays,
• the farmlands that grow healthy local

or call us at:

516-676-1434
TEL: 516-676-1434
FAX: 516-676-1414

news@theleaderonline.com
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